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Praphecy, Gender, and Cullore: Ellen Gould Harmon
IWhite]* and the Rootz of Seventh-day Adventism

Joaaihan M. Butler

"L the weakeslof the weeal !

Ellan & White, Ree Harmom (V271015 a5 EEERTIT TS thr st
knowrn of the prophet-tounders of major Ametican religions oo
ments.? The Seventh-day Adventist prophet has received neithar the
celbicily ooz Hue nlﬂ\-:Jru'h' of Mormunism’s Jeseph Smith, Shakerisomis
Ann Lee, a1 Chyistian Science's hary Baker Eddy. ¥ she deserves at
Trayt the cocagnitum uf these other seet toandars. EL inteoverted, amd
ancdaraducaled, Whire ulmoately assertod the most forcebul indluence
on Seventh-day Adventiam and ensared iLa plice among the major
American sects. Eler long and rescuecelul camser as 1l Adventist
wisicetacy tnspace<d Wwe bransfarmatuom, of a single-minded, other-world-
ly. Billerite off-shool into a complex and esbbalislsd cenomination
wialbe wode-ranging intvrests o spbbatarianizm, eschatalogy, Tealth
vafotm, tempedance, tedicine, chibd norboee, sducation, and refigiows
literna bler legacy includes an ampressive  glabal robeork  of
sivmlariurns and hespitats and 2 vast cducational system wnpacalleled
e enntempenary Padestanlism. Her wntings number eighty peind
volumes, circulated among an Adventist world membeeship of over
Fi'r'l.' I:rli.llli_'lrl.l

Thas sluddy explores YWhite's chitdhood and  adolescenc:
against the culltvral hackdrop of the 18530°s and 1EBTs. To uncaver her
Ellen Harrnown years, betwoen 1827 and 1840, % an indispensable stop:
levweired an adeguate wnderstanding of s meglecled figure. This was
her crifically formative peeod when, as a sick and troubled girl, she
lifted herself frorm a sickbasd ool wek her fest. foebde, tendative sleps
ovratd Becmaning both o Victodam woman and an Adventest praphet,
Mo sheer narrative Ls -kiey holds inherent intcrest, bat i begs dr
atwalvais g wullo Vo Bllen Larmon, as mol only o young woman but an
il young weaman who found ber vocation in prophecy, provules an
klval histerical wohicle o 1est asztmplioons i U aature of prophecy
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arul its relationship to gender. 1er individual biography im this poricd
alse carries broader rligious and cultural implications. Hatmey's eile
of passugr aroumeed b the same Hme er seligiows communiny and the
weider culbure wene undergsuny there uwnolonmatbic toansfarmations
Millerism evedved anlo Severdb-day Adverdigan, e mest significant
imssbitabecksa | culgrisdls of Lhe Malleoile swanseioent, just a5 American
cullune al Tirge expreneneesl s profoand paradizm shift from Cal-
windsim 1o Viclonacism, Hirmoacs earle ke, altheagh in mane respects
novvel and marginal, was an inkegral pacl of The sdiggnms aad aaltural
chaniees of et fimae =

Cuoclame Irabs of 1len Hamon's personality may have
presdis possd hoee b prspldusy, bbb proves impessible o isolate these
porsimn | Lhirackensts from ber coltural mateis, Aspects ol her
tespeerarnent ot peepsanaliby 1hat may conform o the usual sleeolypr
of tee clurismicts figure soem o bave tanclioned kesz as a calilys
withun lier culbaral milicu than as a Tesponse o i3 collective ionplses.
In bermes af Hhe relative influence of heredity and envitoment ao Ellen
Harmon s prophet, she appears 'o have bean Langely mae, ot barm,
lhia inflaeeee heenmes cspecally cear when one vuews hee o haris-
matic origin withm s wider sethng of social wonest and culboetal fer
went. Milletindal movenmwols amd 1he prephels wha cpitomize them
trpically cmerge in & period of cullural change that has boen charac-
terized as a transition from e "ald moles™ Bono males™ o e
rules.” Elarmens call W panghesy swenmxd in the laghiyv chaotic amd
crealive to-zules perunl which deoll between the breakdown ar
Annerica s Calvimsn begeswony (the ohd rules: amd its replacesrwnt with
the nietw pules of Viclorwosrm, Harmien aniemalized 1his developament
b veay ol her dven Break Tnowa o Calvanist-slanted Method isio and ber
cwenbaal establishmeant of o Vichsman Adecntisny. in HRis periud, the
limba bolwean ac sild wnrld prl 3 pey spawned Lhe likes of Mar-
monist, Shakensn, sl Oneida Perfectionism. For Harnwm it was
Millerism that paovided The siwdbed of cnthusiasm amnd ecsasy whach
she came 16 personify. 1lee alalily sath e cmbeddy her no-mules ers o
fraecsend b cnsured hee l.iul.‘dl.'li]:ll}' an o peaphet. Buloin order o
dermisnstrabe this psseriion it us Mecessaye Lo turn Jimectly 10 her 5I.1:l|:':.-'."'

Eurn an spatheastern Mawne on Moveobser 20, 1827, in the little
village of Conrhuaan, near Monland, Ellen amd ler twm sister, Ehzabeth,
ween fhe last twe of Bolen and Uanice | lamon's esghe children 10er
Ealbier Dozl descended Irom soctee of the marliost apd mosl swecessial
lamd awrees i Lhue stabe, Bt prior %o Ellen’s lueth he nesided with bis
tamaly in e 2Manse Alley section o the saaparl ey ol Faetland, o this
prvras! part of Lhe Lity mear the diocks, Robarl angagal s wite and
chililren in the cottaga indostes of bat making & Toecal becassum in the
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lat 13205 then drows The famiby g Ellencs sonntey himthplace, sehene
Robert supplomotdad s bud-makatyg, steacos vl farsung.®

mwafisc A% @ prophet’s omgns meril mentioning in the
hagiopraphics. they ame mostly lowly and wnfoclusale. Bul Ellen
Hacmon's vardy D showeed stealy wpeani mohidibye et family
retucned 1o Cortland in the early 1830 s, when she was foor o Dive
pears old, and hred on Sproce $rcat in a 2olidly working class seaph-
borha?” Her otk bouggreans upbnagnng did cncounter the hardships
nf Al 188 Panae as well as sbaocks Tor the Tarmens when silk
replacid dur s fashionable headpgear. Indeed, e Lsgble 1L odlo es Fer
I'Il.'f rJ|11Il:r' I'Il!. il I:'I'I-IIIEI.' i:l'l ".-'{IH'IJI.' T :f I'Iﬂ"."i_' rl:'lnjl'_!ll'l_-i,'lj, hl:'r Ml’u]’al EML_'I]
and .|'l.='|igil:lLI£ T aEaLin.nit lazlica. Bue c:lEﬁE:liI.-lHe-tl_:-nu-mlr chfficmaltics, the
Llarrnons” Yankeo enterprisd produced coaugh relalive prrosperivr to
easun a langely bourgems outlook in the later visinenas ..

The Harmons seligen dub mwes b shape o Batace prophat
thaee thenr economae sitaation bobert and Eunice maintained muombsr
shap in Partland s Cheslout Sterot Methodost Pprscopal Chaech Kokbarl
gervend s an exhorier whosa lay preaching Elen Whabe Later codegzed
ai clear gl fnntful on fiible opics e led out in Methodial siscial
mwetings weheoe Rlien gained her first exposure te those fauliarly -
traseee ol nla Ahe sparitusl ees of the membership She heard 1
tarlul festimmanials of kethodists abandiming there “Twsethage sins ™
The  hestud - Stowt Church nesonated  the wsoal  “Shoogng™
Mvthodiae. allligugh a breach developod bebeanon e e staid dalk
in the peves an 1he main oee wod e shauters in the backless enclns
of the gallere The enthuziastc membwer, svcotually bmke ot from he
tnan Lol sl hoefly cstablishod the Cloose Chuncl aw il was
derugaterily labeled. where pobusl “Hadlelnjahe™ and “Amens,"” along
with esledimerdal rnmaso . animmpbxd the sorvicas -"'I"I-I-I"':'”Enh Lhe Har
men: retrained at Clueslool Skreek, ot least Ellen and her oother vwes-
dently identitied with the shaclers. Mol all of 1he shoating, spieil had
hewra siphunead trom theie chuech, for the lint pipe organ of any
Mdhnchise Chureh in the Uniled Slales was ontrowdoced there whien
Ellen was vighl pram eld. With an argan loud eaough lo b heard all
e weay o Pew York," according 4o one Wethadist bishop, Clwsd nut
Sroel Methawdistz probabily weoded back sacne of The membsees [rom the
abasrtiwe Caocse U haceh

Thie st vivicd memory of Flleay Harmon s childhood had ess
tu do with secial oo Garoilal background 1han a siudleng event in her
persunal L. Beginaing her firs) aulobaography with a chapter on My
sty ™ ahe swerote, AL Ahe age ol pime pears an acowlent hap
penaed 10 me whi b wiss b effect oy whole life In kevping with Wic-
laran vemvention, Ellan had  ininedorred  hersell witlt smaasdins
nefierener o e plvscal frailty and chronae illoes, which plagued he
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thrpughoul Ter Iy, alilwiagh i her coge i onget was most unuzual
and deamabw. Relurning hame frem scluwl, Ellen, Elizabeth, and 2
Friend were pursoed by o thideen-year—dd schesodmare wha, “angoy at
gomie [Eifla,” threse a stovne wihish steack Ellam an the se, Thens was
oo indication foom Ellen's account of whal had pravoked Lhe wwident
o1 which of the girls had actally been the target of the attack.?

Ellen fell semgeleds, homwierhaging profusely, and for throe
woeks remained i a slupdor Ber Besly reloosd almaost to o skeleton,
Yirtatiand were tathoe modsd fulk by any standacd, and the fact tha
Fller's inind becaos: fabl of her own death in this period seams hapdly
imprrohatale. Bedlridden for weeks, she bonged to see Jesus and Jooked
by The wintry sky for pertents 1 his coming, Bur in time hee physical
enndilion dealt s shacpeest hinw b her self image, ¥ hen she glimpsed
bt face in the mutree sl was shocked by the protesque sight ol 4
beoken nose which spread its noin inte every tacial feature. W oould
seTve as no consalalion l te cluld then thar Jaber photographs of her
alangzide Elizabeth wmld slw thar hee disiigurement wias nied pear-
mancnt, Whila a thick-feataeed, soimewhat homely adale, Lllen was no
mun: unattractive than ker twin, Yot the inpary cast o bong, gloomy
shawlow coer her chitd hood, Pious Victorian gaels were ewbobled Eor the
virtues of sobriely, selfaboisgaticn, sml hamikty Ellen's inealid
childhood denied her the lusury of temptations toweard anything el
In time £he would see Lhe aMcticn that dagkened ber catly pears ak a
means by wehich Liod termed her fearn the ongatisfying pleasures of Lhe
world toward heaven, ™

Dxespibe her Failed health, Eflen decovtwd an horoic attempt 10
cnkinue her cducation. For two yeics, bowenver, she could not breatle
thrcugh her nose and attended schoc] aoly sporudically. Racked by a
sewvere cough wnd fmwed nemees in addition Ln ber bresthing problems,
she strugaled aver Lhe simphest meading and weiting esencvae., Forspir
ing profusely, grodving Gt and dizry, she watched wonds Hur om the
page. A tremulous land thwared her writing. The girl wha had in-
juted ber, now rermorseful, aterod Ellan i bee wark, but without sue-
cend. At about twelve wears of age. she ntomed koo school al the
Westbrook Seminiy and Eemabe College in Fortland. Bt her healil
abraptly drchined again and she vicwed Lhe shedics as lite-threalaning
1er 1aachers advised her we quit school untidl her health improved.
Commenting thatl hee “amtbatwn b become a seholar lad b wory
greak'” Ellen cemarked, “It was thue hardest struggle of my young life ko
yiehd to oy besbleness, and decide thal T oust beawe my studies, amd
give up the hope of gaining an cducation”™ Althowgh Ier s hooling
ended, she sustained for Iife Lhat nwgical negard for letrers of rrwany of
the undered uealad.
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Thraughout most of her teen years, Ellen Harmon's spiritual
tOTMenEs appear ot Ioast as painhil and significant as the physical and
i e L Toeedladow A pmphet. Her adnlescenl mte of FrESEE
gripped her, for a briel, torburoms interval, batwean the world (hal
enacde Twer amd a “new waacld™ of Teer awen making . e immediate agent
of Elarman’s religious anxiaty was William Milar, himself a Calvinisl
Baptst, who passes| throagh Tortland far the fiest time in March, 1640,
to warn of Christ's retiun it a few shorl year. Biller's altempt 1o
revive the waning Second Awakening with apocalyptic pyrotechoics
wits newarcded] o her hymetaven when, according 1o 1 lacman, “Terroc
and cowviclion speead 1Twaugls the entics ey, Praver medings wen: es-
tiblished, and there was a general awakenitg aroog tle waricons
dennmunatipng.” Her own oeligkns reeponse proved typical. She
answored Miller's call and, along with fwadesds of ablwr “mowmees”
at the "anxious bench,” grew convicted by Lhe “dackewss and despair”
of the almest Christan '*

Tn the summer of 1840, she accompanied her parents 1o a carp
rmeeling in Buxton where she longed Tor salwatas but Bl distressed
awver her [ailure Wi cxpupienee spiritial ecstasy, the tanpible resull of 5
true conversion During the camp meetmg clouds and ran provailed,
an| Hirmon's meoad fit the weather. Eler malancholy foslered foenr
and guilt. “When thundarstimis waoold anse, O, wwhat 2 Jreadful sut-
laring [ passed through it sy miml,” she pecalled “Mighes 1 would
often awake and oy, tol durinsg bo close my eves inosleep. for fear the
mdgmuent might come, or ghtoning kil me, amd [ e Jost forcver” She
wad Dawed by ghost rappings and termonized by death and elemal
dammnation. Har fear of an “ebhuity safferdng a living death’ was so-
perzeded cnly by her horeor of a Lyransical Gead “whao delighted in the
aprnas ol the condemned,” VT Irequent]y pemained bowsed in praver
ncarly all night. she saud, ~grnacing with inespressible anguich and a
heppehezsness that passes all descriplion

Fromn chalidheod  thoough her mid-teens, many  persomal
aspacts of Ellen Harman's il bad gonformed to the popular paodile of
somaeone suited b Whe visionary role. Tnensdy meligious, hee inner
spiribual terrain had presented her with nedbdng It deep valleys of en-
welaping depression and high ridges of eabilaratian and costasy. Her
raged sparloal clicnbs had eeleazed the “endorphing” of the mligions
athlete; she hud shootod and swooned, postraeed hemsclf, and
dreamad rapturously. She lad appeandd trpecast sodatly, too, Tar o
praophetue pan. Altheugh not poer, as bath an isvalid angl 2 girl che had
becn as surely dischlrancliud gz thee poar Sevenlh-day Adwventists
wrld comer b leok npon ber unpremsing origing as those of “the
weird fEst off the woeak,” whaeh neferoed to the fact that she was ol only »
weomidl, bul an ll woman. Although she was in fad only Loe of many
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sizk parln whese wvisins fbsd them from sickbeds, Adyentists viewed
the incongtwity of so waak a vessel Deimtrung widly Gicl's power a5 2
singularly mirmculous cvidence of hor calling. Yor it is the mistake of
tueg alevuities, alung, wath ey muone dekached ohscraers, o identity such
ridividval spaalitizs, labelsd vithec supernatum| or pabaral, as docizive
camponents of the prophetic vacalion. Againsl a bioader volbural hack-
drop, flhese qualities seldom appear as individualistic as they do al
tnse range. Fllen Hamvoa's sacly lide prowved muns typical than abeps-
cal of antebellum New England girlhoeod, yel she ererged as o prophiet
and chearch founder, while many others like her wete Inst by ohsoariby,
The explanation fur thiseourse of evepts Ties Icss in the isalation of her
prorsomal charactoristics thanin the comphes ways whabeoer predisposi-
licamm sbue poassessasd bo prophesy interactad seith har coliural envingn-
ment Cme can still appreviate e wirtoeaty of her prophetic i
while acknowledging that it drew upon a waaversal langoppe and
adapted atselb alse b particular idiom, ol expression Harmon feng
Lvared a4 a progabies becinuse she fulfilled certain cultural expectabmg.

The Millerite wovernenl That praked in 1843 and 1544 pave
slupa irubaally o the culmoral sources of har propliecy Tn 1he Libe 133,
William Willer aroused pudicnoes in the northeasizen Umbsd Siatos
with his aown evahgelishic “new measure.” While a sebse of e
chatolagical immediany porvaded evangelical culture, Miller's oawel
prediction that the world would end “alwout 1843 hrpopht spectacular
“rasults.” Bul wilh the passing of teeo popular datas amsiakg 1wem in the
spring uf 1844, Millerites suffered Lheir “first disappointment * This
disappointment anly shargrmed and inbensified their millemariscism,
howevern The so-called “seventl-msanth™ faction, made up of yaulliful,
uderediacated  Millerite “radicals”  ugnapad or  bypassed  the
mrment's leadeeship and by Augost predicted the socond adwent oo
a sperilic diy ok thas [ewnsh sewventh month—Octnber 23, 15d4.M

In the lake sucnmer of that fatelul year, thes, nesungent Mil-
lerites cnjoyed as purely cullenaman an expectation of (he world™s ol
s any movement in American hislocy. A% radical millenarians, ey
reflactad Lhe cadannn patberns found in crossvulhaca] chamcherizations
of such movements. Coune-uubers from the old arder, dhey embraosd
gach lier e a warmly comrawnal new order. “Brothers” and “sistess”
celabrated ez EEHIIP:IH.‘I.I'I'iEn‘I b:.l' resl-:!rjng. as uidorimal satTaments, e
aarly Chraatian practices of fooberashitg, and 1he "Tnly kiss" They also
Lkl for the ond on 3 specific day This intense beliel st L Hine
precipitated qulbmarsts of ecstasy and enthwsiagn among them. While
the mescrved  Milletile  leaduvrs  largely  disparaged  charismatic
plencasiend, ws they did the October 22 peedicton, the unoaly rank aml
file “lgst gts head” in the Jale summer of 134 as Lhe warld's
“Blidnight” appreached. These saventh-month Milleribes  enjoyed
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prophesymgs, kiogowes, besdings, and ablser “sagng and waodars™ Gor
which they had found biblical precodent. In the book of Danicl, the
leweish prophel lay piodtrate and breathleas in panatamic vision of the
radetimme Meretnees, Sl & had pnccised thal in the end s just sing
but daughters would prophesy. The seventh-month Millerites, amwong,
wham women, the Foung. and the ebsours ame to play a conspicuous
part. had been rot only discofranchised within the larger social order,
bur lacked statue among Milleritcs themsclves 1lerctofore dended &
Wi, I]1|.".- Thad fuoasd, e bramcae sdales, EIII"G"GHI..'I]LH arsd neleer :;]11ri11:|.1[
“exercises,” a language in wrhich 1o expross themsalyvas 1%

[n Harmun's bametuws of Parland, Matthew 1, Whittier ok
served an esupbion of “ula-rullenist® an Septembec of 1844, wher
Adventist meetings wera “seized with the lievce Irenzy, and swulll
the fumwdiuous Tanks o the Low lampton seer” 1dere Harmon
mitecad her lomsl Fomoal hl:'l‘lﬂl“l.iﬁt"' i1 l:lrc_:-F:-'hlw:_':,.-. LRI li'.'l_'l:.-' and ome-
tionally expansive phase of Milletism, she met several siriking mle
models (acknowledpenl ve midd which semee ko illustmte that prophets
invardakly eguine precursars. The exdsletice of focarunnen indints
that a prephet emenges from a oaltural milicw. Prophecy originates les:.
from an individual mind tham frem the collective impulses of a oqen-
ety wehich fove foroefally through an unaswally receptive person.
[n llarmon's state of Maine aloone, where sevenlh-rocuith entbhuosiasm
sustnincd itsell info the following year, at leazl five Milleite wormen
surfagedd % ywiomrarics with cnoupgh prominence te be coverad in Ve
secular peess of the varly 1RG5, Whithicr nobed that amaong Portland's
sell-proclaimed "childeen of Light . . . salhing was o comawn than
vwiang'” Commenting on the city's enthusiaem, hilarite organizer
_[DE]'!.LI.a V. Himes d:iﬁappmw.:‘] al ther "covebiewal intelocbon of z:.";iﬁ-;lr.?r_p'
imams” by foung there. Fle wrote te Miller that a Sistar Cletousns fued
“bectime very weininary, amnd dimgpushed acarly all the good frietuds
hera,” and then reported w a lelber b haen by woecks Later that anather
Fortland woman had seen in vision Hyat Miss Clemons was of the
Levil A]thﬂugh [laimon hesail seemed ||:|.u;,i:i$|!:|||.§|.i;.|'|a|:|-|l: from such
women, shue ironically proved no more spmpathelic o Hean than did
Himes. The sickly Dhorula Baker, for example, had daimed peesanal
healings and visions, Lul Harmegm sagl she had been shown by Goud
that Baker bad fEignEd oLl Ter dlewss and e visigns!?

Dospita atilagsacisin within the movement not only toward
fernale praphets hut among them, Millerisoo clearly bad prinan in.
rrrasingly ivpical of new praphelc groups, which are keowen der the
predominance of women and cwst nntably women visionaries, Coce
again ostasy proved, o be a great social leveler Telewen men and
wromen. In this ragard, bullecism hacl most immediately built upoan e
Seoond Awakening in which pietist and demoerane foroes had com-
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bimed 1o barmw the gender gap. Evangelical women had publicly
prrayed and bocte festimonies in the open atmosphere of Eronlier camp
mectings. These ations had smesdhed the way b Adveolst womeo
t becomne speakers, usually accompanied on their Circuits by husbands=
or lathers. As with cvangelicalism, howewer, the Millerte kaadership
remmucneal & male hiecarchy. & number of Advenlizl womes could agserd
Oiemsalves, then, only on the basis of extraosrdinary claims. They could
commend an audience wilh mg by Ehans dand QUEEEHTL Irn Gend. A-
though lhe condescension of a Teader like Himes toward a womac
]_'I[-IJI'.ll'IE'I is nmulemstandable, it is less ohwins w'h_',.' Harmaapn vl -
miss e of her mwn, Feom (his dastance, 33 only cunpscturs g
psy<hoanalvze her oppasition to a Dannda Baker, or other wottneo
throughaoul her career, as a form of femuale self-hatred. Yel it iz no e
satisfring ¥ account for it as simply a prophat’s detensiveness in the
face of a polential vival, since Harroes accapled been b n 1has prericod,
William ¥oy and tazen loss. as forerunners whose analogoos as-
peraences she sl b legitimize her pwn,'*

With the unevendlul passieg of Cuavber 23, 1644, the Grrat
Disappointment enveloped hillerites w glonan, Ther vast mspemty of
Advontists deserted the movement and dragged back Vo their farms,
stall slanding wilh unburvesbad oraps, om metaroesd b Businesses that
had pusted clesing signs scrawlod with “The King is Coming!” Aroong
the Bdillerites w b l1|.‘:lug|:|.l ks lHl'..'..'ll._rru:_ thear fmath, mgst admitbed, with
bliller and Himas, that the October 22 prediclion bad been a noade mis-
caloulation. These {aithfuls, who aventually formed Lthe Adwent Clins-
tian Church, abandomead tirne-zeiing and locked for Hus eod, as Miller
intgnesd, “Tadng, TOOAY, and TODAY, until Fle comas.™™®

Bul the s gracgs, fue whom sewenth-menth enthusiasm
had been such a palpabla evidence of God's presensy, vauld s Adly
repenamce belief in the prediction that had predipitated it These Adweri-
ity prabably oumbering s than a hundreed, from whom Sevendl-
-::Iav Advantism Et‘l:'l.-El_EE'd pafised I cdiscard Lheir expichation far
October 22 a5 4 complete fiasco. Instead, they invesled the dale with
spacial spiribual sigmaficasonse o the historr of saleation, as important as
any date simce Christ's death and resurreckion in 31 AT The deansing,
of the sanchiary forctold in Daniel 814 had not heralded Choses
mehurn #e cartl buag thee “1ligh I'riest’s” entrance inlo the “mast boly
place” of the heavenly sancluacy b judge Lhe warldd past prior bo his
cormang. What Adwventists hid not seen with their namoral eves ey
confinued b “see” through the eyes of falbh ax an “invisibic,”
"'ﬁpi.t‘ilual," and, af cawry, his!n;,:-'r:l_—.lu}-' - halsifabkle Cevent "™

Cruring this pericd in which Adverdist brelbro traesd 0 make
sense of prophecies gene pwry. Hammon was prostrato with severe jll-
ness Suffering reportedly from tubebiulesis, she spoke io o whisper or
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broken wodor. ¥With one Jung collapsed  aod Lhe cdlier partually
damaged, she iound it diffvoult to breathe leing down and slept nearly
upright. She vpoghed op bliwd, She developed heart ouble. He
phwsician expected her to die swan. Bt while her breth o delibenibed
aver ancint prophecss, Hannao's highly strssful and penlins plivs-
cal concdibivn awpureal e baedh of a lving peophel, for visionary es-
prricnoes an geawsally occasionsd by severe physical problems, such
as swkness or slarvalion, insomnia or fatigue Withowt the social and
ru;'l'igi-:_u:.s hyromeil ampmg Aclrenbisbs vaeer thee ]:l:n,:\.'l: serwral covanths, By
wonld Ivave Tween, to be sure, no denand foc a revelabon, and Harmon
would have remained a mere invalid Civen these conducive or-
cumstanoes, howerver ber physical “banadicap” was transihgunsd anto 2
gift r.:-l: 1% I:ran;:-n:!ll:LmT 5-|_H:1il|. ﬁlﬂ!liﬁq‘aﬂl_ﬂ.:.‘

Ul precariowcly ill in December, she had been invited by a
clse friend, Lliwabeth Haimes, b her Fortlangd home for & prayes mest-
g, This muadest setting showeased 4 dramatic evenl for her and odlier
Adwantists. Although a daupghter of seventh-month enthusiasm, Har-
mun insastecd that 0 hacd oat teen an exciting vecagian™ far the five
prreseent. Mor had eeatagy eesulted irom e energizing effocl of a mouad
gathanig of Lhe soxes, for they woere “all fernales.”” Nowerllidless,
“trhilc praying, the power of God fame upon me as | oever had lalt it
Toeface ™ Tow capsent wigaen, "sumrounchod by Tight™ and “rising higher and
lighet Trem The eaclh” a than, feail, sevenleen-yeac-old costato
mvarted a social podinm of considerable infloence 2

The millemarian “remnant scattered abeoad™ to whom she e
lated her visiom, fiesl orally amd then o pracd, thuaght af it as s crleshal
ryimdow through which God had revealed the meaning of the Advent-
ist expetience. The v cerandy was at least 3 marrar of that ow-
porience and roflected what Advenfists wanted, acedad 1 see. Tlaae
seventh-month Millerism had been a “midnight crp” a lasl sheill

roclamation of the sworld's immincot end. Far from the fasen dhat
mwisk had taken it for, ther message had shone a single, steady bean of
|i.5|ll b].- h'h.i.{h_.‘!l.d\-'l!'l'll:lﬁtﬂ agde 1hieir wWJaY LU shart, narmay 'Fbatll
towrard heaven.”

Fut visoms alone dis not a prophet make. Indesd, oowntlez
'I.'iﬁ:il.'ll'lﬂr}' L-xl::e!riql:m"l.'ﬁ nuewver matemplize as Pl]"l:ll:lllEl'_ii_' vocations, amd
many prophels fuochion withoul mysbeal or Fance states to sustain
them, patticularly in the Yaber stages of their lives Although visuons
Lemd weecditriliby ke the prophetic daim, they ane al weodl sponsde, peak
moments in the midst of ihe ofien onerus soonl oblipnbions of a
prophelic cacere. The place uf oestasy in the total life of a proplhel is, o
some wavs, nol unlike thal of sesualily in o mamiage [t is no mare
realisdic dg evpoate prophocy and ecstasy than to define marnage as
sheer saxual exctement. Yot Harmon never adjusted to the wav her
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resplendent open visions repeatodly deserted her in a “dark, dark”
wirld. As she put it aflar the Eirst vision, ©I had seen a boller world,
anw] 1L Jeac] spvuleal 3o Fuor Thus e

ohe did understand. fronn e by intuig, thal ey o prophet
invelvidd dmaling with thes warld's uncomfortable nealities. About o
work after her bt vision, another revelation called for her 1 pass
fmsm mreere wigienary o prophet. The Lond showvwed L tials Thaugh
which | must pass,” she said, “and that it was my duly 1o o amd nelate
o athers what CGod had revealed to me” She learned Hat “my [abors
wurihd snect walh great opposilion, and 1hat my heact wwld b rent
wiatly anguish . .. Her retacence to prophesy was ned based on (eelings
ul gmrhial wadeyacy, but stememed Irom practical cnogiduerations,
Hir dreams amd risions were to be no longet He manerisng of an im-
pressivnable adolescen) girl, bul the makings of a tasing carecr. Con-
smbenog hersell physwcally handicapped  and  socially mept, she
anguialed over us prospect of arduoas trave] and Lalkuoyg o steangers,
The unhappy sense of alienatnn brpaght on By her sick, reclusiee lkan
wedrs wiould novee ainly by inkenzifiod by the reproaches thal kving a
prophel was sume fa ncibe She said, "My heart shrank in bermre from
thg thought™ Slee wepald rather die than prophesy. For days amd el
miter The niigghls, she tesaeched God 1o relieve bee of e prophetic bar-
olean e, at the sime time, i attracted her, and the quictly ambitious
Harauna: feaamd that becoming 4 prophel wook! make her proud. But
her Locd prersisned. She showld make snowe st ntlwms wehat had been
neveahal to her Hig strength would suskan her He would alsa
preseree her humility Leee she learmd a war 0 which illness rolalsd
4 her prphehic gifice, for i she succumbed o ~sinbal cxaltation” as a
aesult of tuer salliaeg, the Lord's anlidole Tor habze: would B her plesi-
cal afllction.

The call came md coly werbically, as it were, in visions fom
Licdd, but estended itself henevntally, from the Porlland  Aulventsts
wha acknowladel the visns s divine. Aboul sixy home town felk
teslified to dhe awtleenticity of her eaperoawe. Hormon had at firat
tesinted Aovial pregsapcs to prophesy. When soppoerers met o her
henne she hanl sbeamgod harselr, Dut whett e e rson, an older, Binal-
Iy prerscinclid Joer do atlend such a galbenng, praeers wene offered [hat
she might have the “slnngth and conrape (o bear O aeessagse 1t was
thin thit the ezzantial seciprowaty Betwoen the praphel and e com-
miunaky evinced e mos vivid of images. For “the 1hick darknesa Ll
had concompassed e ealled back,” she ramembweced, il a swcden
Lighil vanwe upun ma, Something Lhar seemed to ma like a ball of e
slruck 1 right awer the hearl. My stnngth was laken avay. aod | Rl
to the oot 1 seenusd do be o the predeice ol the angels * One of Lheae
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angels then repeated the command: “blake known (o athers what ]
lawe revealad bo poa, "5

Huistaruw k1 the pn_l-]'lhlﬁn:' call hay orommsd s cummnn'l:,.'
creas-tulburally 83 o appear anchetypal. Prupluds fepically il their
milial call Lo be a disturkbung, even braammalic, expecwscs, Badabhgersd
and tettified by what amauis ta an assaolt, they doall that Lhey cab bn
withatand it. But thoy arc badgensd with afllictions and adversily undil
(hay relend and aecopt theis wocation. [ the making of a shaman, G
exacnizley, the vrsetibal proceas irvalves the aevaznm of thee boman bad y
Ty spaibits, Thoe hosl porsonaliby 25 e asude, al bimes almest vialent
1y, and veplaced by Lhe possessing spint.<

THarmon hersalf coald nod have been aware of e wiliverkalby
of this cultural idiom, bavand the examples of it sttty classic hiblical
figures. But her owen reluctance o accepd God'a call assumial a negueanal
dialect with which she was all tao Jamilat, that of mesimeniza dbermaxl
hypnotisma tadav). Criginaling Uy Eurape b Lhe 127005, nuessmmimism,
alsa kpown as animal magnatism, 3ok hold w Ameaca i the IRY)'s
whirn a Fronch practitioner began peddling it in E[armaen's homea Lown.
Fremn there, mesmene displaye proliterated into a national pastime
whenehy Amuericans gained cxposure 1o tranoas and the spirid onee-
munication that somatimes acoompannsd Lheoe Alber o momber of
visivms in 1843, tlarmon had boam swayed by 4he Galk aponaom that her
visiums weere imduccd by moesmerismn, Wik that in rmand, she bricd 1o
dismiss them Mo sooner had this Dappensd than she was “stack
dumb * In wision, she learned thal she waould nemam mure for nearly
Pty -faur haurd, at whibs spesschless she mast descnibe her vision in
writing ©Onoc ool o trance, ahe Unmedisbely agked Far a slate and
wrrodi: for the first tine in voars. ™

From & swdvrn pchological  perspective,  the  imial
symplotms of et proprenic gall suggest oo more than a foe lime, i in-
Jdeed theve Wit a Line at all, betworn prophecy and pathology. As 2 sch
girl, alter all, she Lod bren especially swusceplible b ecdasy, and her
ambivalcnoa to it made her awboc Hurmun was, thetefore, a confiiol-
e personality whe was edher \noasly neumtic o1 perhaps even
psvchopathic What her naive fodlnwers bk o bae supeTmatural inlee-
ventions in her Jife, a more saphistaabed clineal approach would
recognive as pathologic behavioe IL is mnt just “rcdemn,” howavar, 1o
provede this sumt of pamiraliztic explanalion. Even so-valled “prumivive”
societivs ackiowledye thidh namaral and supernatural focms of vooesa-
biern and carcfully scrotinize indivicduals w b cnakes prophotic claims in
arder L dielermine thee actial basis for them. 102 o moademn distortion,
then, to assume Lhar prphers inoone malture wouald e pat holegic
figures in anmathet, For wlhaliocer Hue oalhur, people never embrace
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SOTTCOne a5 a prophet whom they udme fo ba a lesser parson, a meme
hyslene, or paranoid, or sehizaphnene. ™

Within Adventismti some segarded Harmon gz awenely sick,
while others thoupht of her as a delective weszel filled wilbhe Cend™s
sprril. Hee eweniual callsagae, Joseph Baws, was at limst vexed by Ter
visions e examined her when she was "freed ron escilatosl ot of
mecting!™ amd questioned not only her but her friends “lo ged il pros-
sble al the truih” While an bl madst of “exciting scones,” he intetnsely
“liztaned bo avary word, and watched overy msrve b detery deceptior,
ar wwgsmeric infloence” Although be could “soe nolhieg s Lhern Hhat
rinalilabed aEaltml the Wioerd," Fur o |.-|_|r|_!; tirnir has belicved that 1lamaon’s
tramces hiad been produced by nothitg mone han e probracted
dabilitaled state vl ler bidy” For the mose by prcal Sdventist, hamwever,
the physical infirmities, which implied o caturalistic bagis for her
wisions bo e ineredulows Batas, served as miraculvieg evnlence of
Harnram's chvime malling When in Apeil, §696, hes first visiwm was pub-
lishad a5 a brnadade, Cdis Michols sent a copy of it 10 William Maller
with an accomnpanying letter thal urged hinm: ko pcoept the visionan
Clearly ulbliviows fo the many historical and conlessprary analagies to
Harcwar's expericnos, MNichale was impredacd Lhat “the wanmer and
Circumstances” of i woeee “uplike anything [ have soen or msl simeore
e days of the apostles.” He fouod lat “her zalling was mos
rerackable” dae b her youthful age, her “dropsical conmnmption,”
ond the fact that zhe "could it speak with an audible vouce” when
Coend callead her b tedl ghae Hock of her revelatacms. ™

Lieanled, then, that vostazy and prophecy relate m comphes
ways to illngss, evett more nolewaoethy is the way in which they
procducs: startling physical and ecowtianal curcs bor prophets, visicas
are & Fira of sedf-therapy, Under psyehiabnsls kolay, patients undergn
1 wide Tange af I!]!n.-mi:ln:_'s I;l'hn;_'n_lgh the use of de.‘l- or h],rpnusi,sfl
designed loinduce trance ar trangee like states. Temmed alsroscbgm 1goch-
mques, Hhese sarve as an emeic wherchy paticnits disgnage commsssd
trammalic expericnees. Fread ol ecibwnal blockages, they lhooekny
achieve valudble pocsimal nxonstruction. Although must psychiatrists
wontled see nuthang inherently mwestical inosuch clinically conleoallod
lrances. Lhey atb tlae sarme ime do not view Lhen s manifestations of
patlealugy but as a form ol ineatment Prophetic visidns panenpH susdden
ansd dramatic chatyes in personality that ave sirikingly simmalar to that
wlich panuvnts cxperience with such therapy™

Begimming with her earliest Gancei, Hammon monitored
numereys instances it whah vwions edieved het milrments, a1 Icast
ternporatily. Hee rewelations were ratified |y persumal healings. 1n
L35, as an varly example, she ol fneo et wapgon, selvously inpapsd
her zida, and had o ke sarmed into the house. That night her suftering
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was 50 acute Nhat Sister Foss joined her in ~pleaditg Tor Ged's Dlessing,
and far relie] from pan.” About midaight, bolh the Blessing aocd thw
reliel settled upen her. and “those in the howse ware awakensd by
hewring sy wiaee whibe in wisicn” [ 1888, Jarmes White, by then et
husband of fwepby-two vears, reflected on “the effect of the visions
npen heer gonstitutivn and health” He recalled that in 1844 she had
b "an ermaciabed imvahd Ak dive fect b imches tall, she “wreighed
but cipghty pounds.” Her “teevous conditinan” nat ooly prsluded ber
w1-i|!1|1.H_. bard vovmn b dnn]r.ing unaices] fnam a cup. .-‘l.l‘rhl:lulz_h her adult
lita had bean mharked by the “anmielies and mental ageses™ ol her call-
i, % well as “heme Lsbor. and rowes,”™ he tepened that ber ~“phizical
and menlal strength hove impeaved émen the dev she hasd her first
vision "7

The call W prophesy enploiled Haraon's physical and
pevehalogical problems, but at the zame time i1 inbodwced her Bnoa
vovalicn {hat stabilzed Bwan, The mbe of prophet offered, Ber a oal-
turally defined winy o speak and o wrle. reliaying ket ilhesses, Tather
Thun aggravating thermn. Her nitiateon W prophecy, thon, should be un-
deestored Jess as a sackness Lhan an a veeptional strueele. As with z0
many exceplional people, she may have panl a price for ket gitts in the
forme of vepanay anstability and  internal condlicks bul proplecy
pravided pesbaps The unly sucial wale wherebyr she could use Ter gifls
constractively. This was particularly tvue (o hec as 2 Jrol woman
fvciety T sevenely Simited her options. The more estranrdinary hoer
EHIS. the reore anbenge aond fnl.:al:r:llml-:_ harr wenzptional crisis was borund
k3 b, A5 for so LHany  Warmen mn s snch p {Iiln;'mm.'l__ ];I:n:-phe:}-
presented a eadical resalulion 1 ler problerns Mevertheless, ot was a
Lasl cepuart. Swhe handly puzsued a prophetic caneac; i parsosd her Yo,
however fraumalic the wdwrbgo pmiwess, prophooy promisad, aub-
liminally of course. immense persanal rewvands. Thmugh i, a physical
and rmotional weakling roight gaio 2nocrnuoos strength of prreonaliby.
A shy Jrpergdent gird might assurne complete sell-possession and inda-
petdence. A lifs destined for ghsoane medioceily mighl achigws sy
Ttz e

Far Hamnon, passage into the prophelic cole was o kind of
pubsecty rle, 'raphecy Iroed Mer fnos dependence on her lamil}l [F,H-.
haps sepecially ber mother), and <o stw embacked onoa career prioy lu
marriage. For a titte she draveled fo e far-Hung Adventisl fellowsbips
with hoer sister Sarah and a gisl feiead. She webuffed the overbuna of ane
getilleman Ly esenst bt wn her bravels, although e dicree a “baeantiful
ruomeerance.” This man wanled to gel sarnee peewnet oeer me,” she con-
cludad, “Twat Tve dad 10k prbt s ] weonld it ride a nd weilh him
Fropheey gave hir the spinibial and amabuuna] means W personal inde-
petdence. [boowsed ber out of 2 childhood sickbed sl riviggmted her
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lite with a single, compellng intcrest. She bacama hor own person.
Awspiciows of any atbempts b influenoe or manipulate her life, she
claimed total reljiance ot ditecl %isionnd froan Coeed. Shae alliwesd beescl]
b ke bd by na g but the “snme angel messenger” who appeaned in
gach of her visions, whom she eefeeral b vaciowsly os "the angel,” “my
pracle™ “my mstouctor” gr “the young mam” $he had purchazed her
individual idenlily ot e Tuph st of a prophdic initiation.
Throughout ber life, then. zhe equated her personal indepuebdencoe with
|'||:'r !_'ll'\'ﬂpl'll:_'t}l_' 1'|_I-JI" H

Thas vancern fur autonomy ticst surbaced against chacge. af
I'|'|.E5I'I:1.-E]'|'5.I'I:1.. 1n Lhe 1800, Lhe arsarmend than hor vpsiuns were a F]’{:rdu;:l
aF MESTNCTIST wias, in & guaint wav. o socwlogy of vedasy. Harmon,
R, constnaand i as unaczeplable reduclionisae. "1 T had 3 wigion
i amestang, muaey wonll sav that it was excitement and Lhat somvane
had mezmerized me” she complazed. Cme while bearing har tes-
lunany, she “felb s human iniluence being awerted againet |ber)” wien
a skoptic sought ta mescoecize heer Wath biy hamd over his face, he
peere] thoough his parted fingers, and compressed his Tipes s “a o
meodn nue adwd B sl bimd” B Elarmeon prayed foe “aosther
angel” amd thwartel Ahe mislevolent influence. To dizcoutl e acensa .
ficnz that she had succuaatad o nasmerism, she went alona into 1T
wroinds where Guod soemelimes sewarded her oweith aowsion T tlen
1epnced ' sl sank, melivved (hat the charge had been Taggos. “amt rald
them what God had sevealed b me alone, where no moTttal could -
Auence me She then heard thal she Jwd mesmenzed heesell. 1t
“woanelisd” and cxazperated her that s mieny Twelewxd “there was ne
Hirdy Glwssl mawl 1hat all the cxercises thal holy aen of Gu:i hawe eox-
P'G.‘ILE'ni.‘c‘d. warg DI‘I]'I." s erLere- ar Hher dn:_u;r'p'ru:m'\. of Satan.”

Althicough Twr semsativity with respel 1o bong manipulated ne
ducht batraved a parzonal insecurity, she grow incroazingly assaced uf
hee I-"-J]]Irl;r;. Fir. pneo she had resolved the fodumnes vocational 5tr|_153|e
weillase her cnwn mund, ber career proved salulary. Tn the first place, it
gave hay a veace. A oanth afior ker fiest vision shee sek oot with ber
brother-in-latv for Polaod, Maine, to el athers what slue bad seen.
Hrawing the Bitter cold and her pwer bealth, <he haddlad at 4he bxittiem
of the slegh wilh a buffala robe pulled vven her head . When telating,
heT mezzapge, she could speak "inoonly & whspec” Toc Bee minubes,
“then ker viece heake clear and she addessemd tae aadwnce (o7 nearly
bwe hours.” Alberwards, she obsepasd, “my voice was gome until |
stiwad Defiice tlw prople again, when Lhe same singualar restoradion ws
repeabed © She theredore “lell a cunstant pssurance” that she was iaing,
Cod’s will ™

Even aore smpottant than the vowe st gave her praphecy
handed ber a2 pen. Before being made muate Jor resisting the cull, sl
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saiel, “ay breaniblaog hand was wnable io Janld o pen steacdily.” Oheying
the angel's comunand 10 write the vision, she exclaimed, "My necves
were strengthencd, and from that day o this my hand has been
shsacdy” Wocould npt b been more sugpificant that her personal
iecovery antailed wiiting. From thenm on, so mattor how physically
debilitnbed ar emuticnably distraaght she bocame. she managed to
w ke alenesl L"L‘:Ir'll'iliu:i:usl_\r.‘:'

Frovided witlya millenacian ambiesce and a culharad by acoept-
able idiomn by which to prophesy, Ellet Hattnon had muade propluetn:
clanems that were baken seriviasly. She skl faced, howrever, Jornudable
obstacles W Julfilling them. Her radically Adventist coherts had
renpumced, the old order They then explored new avenues and rew ia-
sumptions in quest af a new Farm of eogtence. Alkhoagh their Tack of
inhibition and high Jdegree of expeamentalion rosullel in ostensibly
Eigirre: brhavion, it made sense to them in light of the Jodftiest of goals, o
waw wurld, a new humanity Liammon's shouts and swoons, Leanes
and healings were thernselves o product of the onbridled mpulses of
har community She did not sland disereelly apart from a disocderly
Adhventsm, s an ideal vheorver, but drew wpon iLim R own sense of
wdanlily. Momwdheliss, F her gift for prophecy otiginated amid chuagtic
enthusiasm, it would ecchune omly §F she somechow transcended Tiese
urigins, “Whera there & no visioo e people pensh,™ t be sure, but
where there b4 sthing but visionaryr or ather ecskatsc phenmaneng e
posple perish as wol | #

In the precarious prelude 1o by career, then, Harmen had o
prass Mwoagh the Ju carduns po-nules phasa, the ceucial ey ground
af any prophet. Foo na matter ow spectacular the signs of her calling,
unhezs she could take command aml wrest onder from anomy, she
wenald hooomae just another “lalse prophed.” Only by way of a single,
suceesslul praptudic figure could cacophony Wend ndeo ane voice, one
channel ol cevelatn . Cnly ruch a resalatory voice coukd sprak into cx-
istence a coherent movernapt.® Alhough a no-rules pernad proves
characteristic of cultures in frasitim, and upleashed the “Treedonys
fermend” ab o pre-Victorian American cullure, |larmon’s spirkaal
neighbothood of so-called “Tkwwn East Fanaties" o southeastern
Maizie gave it s colorhu regional slang. The eschatological iropeluws uf
this off-showal o Ballocise was its tationalizalion af thie Ciciobar T2
1844, prophary.

By dar the most consproauas clement willie g group svas
Ml ol the spinbualizers, who believed that Christ had corne spertuallby
on Chotober 22 and had imaugurated His milleenial resen on aarth in the
peascr af His perfected sainks. [n thewr case, milleanial pedscton
placed them above retnptabinn and sin in 2 slake af “haly Aesh” and
released twm trum all soets of convenlional sodal obligatians. Their
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Eelicd that thar had eatered thae milleo paem, like the aaguebs, Jod somee to
adopr “spirstaal wifery,” inowehich they maintaimsd marital relatons
with their own or uthers” spovss "witbuoat sevoal comnmetaone” [In
kepping wilh Cluast's comumand Lo leave lather, mothet, spouse, ar
childeew for the kingdom, others desarted their families for alternative
marijages. The fact that the millennium alse usheved in the “Cireatl
Lakbath” mwant for some that the saints mested, fmom: all socular lator,
whah sanctinned an apparctdly ne'er-do-well exisleswe. Alhough s
called "spiritualizers,” shll others adepted a peculiarly litetalistic inter-
protation of the text in Matthew 18 wehich requined them te beoome as
laktde chdedren la cober 1l h::iII_EIIII:III.. Di:\-F'C::I;\-II'IE of lahles arul |:'|'|.'|i1'5I
they cravednd on hands and knee: abautl (heir houzas, o b soeals,
over brulges, and ingicle thedir churches. Becanse they belicved that mil-
Tenmnial Blisz allowed for o moTe dealh, ey refused o bury g infeo
that died. for they cxpeocted ity smmechate rosurmection. The sharifl
Tirally hasl e deal widh Ahe prabban, T Fet, the Nouling af old mbks
saimed the Lo of the Law apainst e spoeibaalizers on aomeros o
vasivns. They reporedly mwived o oowe Acnall Moins dowrn g the
next, unemplewved and neglectful of thair Familios, holding taucous
religivnus sty Warranks Fur Hheir arrest thus pursaed them with
charams amounting ko vags aicy, idleness, and disicdealy canduac »

But ro arca disturbs sofial motes like that of sexualely,
whather throupgh granficatiun or renunciation, scandal o1 dgor, The
icnllrnacian exporssivn of sinae furen af sesual rewalidion mot only as-
saults old rules by reiveraling a pritmeocdial golden parind, whuar aem-
tgly oo rules wery necessary, but it also bonds the margina
community with new rules of love conveyed of The sl wdenge Timeg
uf intimacy i varly Victorian America, na more tham sexual snuendn
nak 1he g of spirdualicecs was repaaresl o seanelalice the ]:lu.l:l]i,c. Moot-
'.-\'i.l|:1.-'\.lal'|d|'|:1.5 LT .-'\.Fli:rl'luah?.v:rﬁ' o ol a '|_|r|rr|||:|'..'|: Chrestian preca-
detnik Besr at, thosse tei awd vecrrriece welin weashaegd ape apgethor™s foet and
kssod each ather transgressed the uzual potions of desaron. Mallent:
mitics ponbsd ot that there seas o mention in the MNew Testamwnt of
meo washing women’s fect and “Mow, in the modern Ezai-washityg,
met, wha call 1hemselves bratbren, doem 2 religious ordinance, to
dravr off the stochings of females, and that proceet 4o wash B Teee™
Al envariably "2 bad and impure man” who engages e thoy
“rAdwnaling, revolting, and indecent™ practice of “proviseoow” Fut
washing, selocks “wr Ris wicrim @ YOUNG GIRL! Why of s hreart i
puce, and s desimes lidy, dal he ot chaoose 2 make, or & mateot in the
prosenoe of her husband? Ad3 to this e sopeapricty of “a thaly! ah!
wrhiat muockeey!) kagg” Mixed gatherings of spiritualizess also sat or Ty
fopgcther on the oo a5 an wee of h1:|1'.n||1'.'_|.-' amgl comTmadeship, Spiritual
wilery intupcdied colibacy. leading some enio ihe Shakers., Buat the besy ar
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trbenbions fasded undder such an amangement and Iof viaksiders under-
slandably dubiouws. It did oot relieve swapicions wlen spinbosligrs
enaclsd the essence of rmilleendsl innoosu by atending public meat-
irgs in the nude. Tn 1845, Hames charged that Lhey aften "l i oon
tinual assodation in exdting, and social neeatings, which Tas
degenerated into feshty, and selfish passions. ™

Harmen could not have established hersalf within this coriesl
had she not, in cettain respects, eptinnlzed the terrles experiomce
befere taking it upen herself to exorcise it from the commumnily. baac
Whellewmie, o Maiowe comvert 1o Millerism who became an Advent Chiris-
tian mirdster and histeoan, prdaably aply described her in this period
GE hiz derogatory tone can be agrored] as “a wsondierhal fanatic and
tramcer mecium” whe in meetings spoke “with great vehenwae anl
ra]:l-:il:'i.l'}' unitil fa]]ing Aonw v Blud |.'n:|i|_'|-' cigh she I"l:l]l_:l.I share in the trances
arl other exercises, but she camed special acclaim as a hoales. Her par-
Lizan Michols wida ke Walluam Millee of her “remarkabic manner io
healing the sick throvgh the answer bo pravels,” and some uf these
mracles wer: ab impressive “as any Lhat ave oavandisd dn the Bewr Tes-
tament.” Shie berself reported the healings of Miss Franges Howland
Nioin rheveatie oo and Brocher William Hyde, whos buad been “wery
sick with dysentery™ and proswoonced  “almaost hopeless” by a
physicin® Harmon was no spiritualizer, however. Her paint of agres-
meent with spintog lizers on the importance of {ctober 22 was hkowise
1he soutre of bur sluirpest contention with them. She bBaliewsl that tha
cretizal date broaght the chase nf pmibzatuwmg, st the commencennetd of
the mdllecnium. With other “litoralises,” she Iooked fir an imminent,
phsical o of Christ o the ears. Such a gluctrinal distincbiom was
as eagily lost im thee public, however, as waa (s differeant bebwesn
literalists and apiritualizens in socal practice. Harman, after all, .-jjl_vl.
nified foot washing and 1w lwily kiss in her first vision as marks of the
true repnant of God. Maceevern based on the Mew Testamoent practice,
she lotmally approved of women washing men's feel, allhough not
viee vemg. As for hersalf, howeveae, she inswbed, I never could da il
She apposed spinbuil wifcry as well, But while skl seventeen, hey
small raveling  party anchuded a hventy-four-vear-ald  Adventist
posacher named Janes Wiite, wlhom the Lord had instructed her o
tozt Rusvars flaned and Tlarmen's modler ondemsd her daughiec
home. Soon While and Hammon weee bgether apain, however; the
mwards ol their relationshyp evidently outweighad for them the
Awkwand notorkely that it arcused. Ome seurrilous rumor rooted in thls
pericul hd the visionary giving bacth Lo two jtlegitiniate cvildmn, with
one namwd Jesus. Hammon and While might have dispslied such
Tumars with a convenbional marriage, but they belamverd that to maery
implied a decaal of Bith in an imminent sectnd ooming. And just as hiss
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rafusal bo marmy aszeseabisd tuem wath sporinasl wafery, thoeir Lick ol pr-
dinacy ermplovment or "visible means of suppon™ mu:-,]'.l have iden-
Hfied thom with the po-work pare Hamoon's insemcy fm onge
errlaci-laden gaclerang 1o 41 nast was also casily consteuad by locals
as vagrancy and disturbing the peace. lndeed, thare seera a neniber of
wnrrants for her arrest?’

Havmen'z aulabivegraphical accounl of Lhis brief, Lwibulene
prerand sel-portraysd her ag aloid tnand candemnatony of 1he era's -
vesses, A rematkalle seculan source, howevel, expoied a tore complex
picture. Adwventist elder [srael Dammon steed trial in Dover, Maine, in
Februpry, 1845, Fac vagraney, neghyt of Bimily apd disturbiog the
prace aller |-e'u|.‘|i.r|$ cud 1n a3 bicarne ek ng, il Ackeebist }:l,:llnh:lrl|i;.:.|:r5 in
nq'."|:|:.r Arkinson, Yesmeares Mismncda Baker amd BNen Harman, a]u;mp;
will James White, parcipaled. The cowrl proceedangs of the Qeabe of
Maine s lwracl Dammen, looscly trnscribed na local nowspaper.
sheeawwes] Haarrrwon B koo bBee i |:r]1_y5|u.'|| el p;-':.r-t_'hn;_'||-:_1ﬁ||_':_:| ]_'lr-:_'l:-:irmt:r'
tr Lhe enthusiasm she laber adamanlly apposed. Witnesses depuhisd 2
clamorous, allegedly " promuizscuous” oame in which, a2 wne pal e, ]
rEveT sdw sl o combasn. et ceeee i a lmimken realics” Aadventise
mett and womett hugoed, kssed, washed sach others Feor, rllesl on
the Fonse tigethoer, aned crpeclind on hamds apd knces Wesrnen kissed the
feat f men, Lay i theat Lips ac enlwirel betwoeay Blwar Tegs, Dherinda
Baker called a sickly woung wisicenary whesa falhee Dol apoot o a
thousand dollars in doctoring, was said to have disappaxed inbs the
bedreorm with o mon 0 ight-colored pants. (ames White's dack pants
cleared s tacoe. ) A= they reappeared, conbracing and kissine, Crorinda
supposadly said, “Uhat deels pood ™ When 2 deputy sbeailFoaod by
mun arriad hsmst Lammon, & namber of womer cluig o b with
such Force 1hat fuur odfeers conabl et deag bime reom the Toom. The
coaollary of such a frenewad soed emabanal sepse of COMMLnity sur-
faced im hostile references o datane] oulscders a- "hogs" Dammen
Furthuer “vallend the chirches whoremasters, liars, 1Taeve~ scwsutilnls,
wolves in shaep's clothing, rousdeniers, ™+

Through it all, Hacmoen passed inand cut of rance while Ting
an The Monn wilh o qullow prepping her head She saw rovedled the
persondl “cazes” of the people areund ber samd awakened worelate hae
vigions b them. Slee ordenad ome E1:r| tu "t tmphzml that night or gn la
hell,” ol sfter protsting that she already had heen baplized, the girl
rlactantly cle]:larte»:l b sisb- .I'|1:'~E.:"|.|'|:'..i |::l..1].'l|::|-:|:|:|..1'| wer by, Maoverp] wib-
nessas inastoeud il Duovenon aned others called ELDrmom TmikaLionn of
Christ ™ Gt Adsantists at e bl seewad 1 s paeprative pnd denied
wny fowodaten fuc it Mot an idol” she was rather with Diroda, o
geouine visionary, In passive tepuse, with beer busad of bmes in the
bamls af o solicdows White, Harmen posed no o thieat koo Lhe
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5pjrlM1]'i;.:::r~5.’ tuns that everdne, O the comlrary, sbae umsisgoely ciom-
Frabaaned Bt Bathe st ohjecliogs Lee Lhe Bebuvior of Lhe Atk Ad wen-
li5ks, she quareeled only with the outsiders’ iradictovent of it Indeed,
thir pramawncisd theae sttocks b be smal f cur Goehe™ Her memory ot
Dammen at his arrest, tinted by the france pwibght, recalled that “The
:-.-p-1:ri|‘ oif the Tonl reabised ujien laren, el lias .*\.-In'r'lt"ilh weita bakin HELEL
and he fell to the floor helpless.” The foue officers could ned rennve
him because “The men conld not eodure the poveer of God, and, it was
a rlied B thera B mash oot eof Elwe hnage” Afror ﬁln;:-riﬁ.ring Cod b!,.'
I'L"\ilqu.LrIE tewilee men For arntleer |'||,-|:}. b, D.'|11'|rn-:_1r| I:II-I_"T| "I"|_11'th-i_';r
athoridied"” Cand by alloweing hitteedf o be cartied out ke s chilll 4

Ly=pite her invulvemant in the Atkinsom apisode. hoewetver, m
porhaps in patt becanze o it Jlaemon wocilerouasly compaigred el
wherz agaicesl no-cules Tanata s, Exco "sloating aml hallaopg™
saxudl promizcuity The spirtudlizers’ version of "sarctfualso hal
ol aks chaen ineay aves,” she saod, [Eaogpested oo her a kmd o social
pathalogy. Sha Belivvad thal as a pasult of rewvival “escilement ol
fumsnll . L womcee b iscoe ivsione U oo-vwentke man from Uaris, Baine,
“detonnced Ther| vissons as eing < e devil,sod contipaed b folloer
hiz impressions, untl his tisd was dezanged gl s foenad s were
obliged teconding him, At las1 he made o tope of soawe of b Tusd clothe
g with which he kanged himself,” she reported, “and s followers
weere buorug e e agaliee the Ballacy af his trachioge: * | larmon's histoti-
cal senze that the enthuszsiasm of this peral cwssd onanaby appears 10
havi hordered an putakicgraphy She became so mentally Jaestoanghi at
this lme (st her “mand wandoered™ e toro weeks in what sl sell-
diageerwd as “oxbeenss sndmess” unkil she was taken alb o vision”
fler wisiuny, mot the “impressions” of olhers would religee the
gervhuliggrealamd social instability of this period ™

¥While mo= odd o feusats :..'l'l'c.ll.:"ll.' rerIE T themscaas to livas
of sowcna | imspTficance, prophets see e sanpgulanbe o cosmiz terms.
[bslead of viewnng themsehas as abnormal and inadeguate Ty the
wotld's stamdaids, Ihey prooeol too et their cwn standacds Toe the
wotld, or al least Iheircorrwr of it [n ordser For Tlaeron Lo fulfull herself
vicationally, than. she had oo cesale a world oot of the materials al
hand and necupy o umique place inoit O ol Lhe ways she ac-
complished thi. was e wecreating het past. ler ey l e on
thusiaslic vormusunity from which she aanse undorsent a sabtle bt
significant chamge within The vamoas revisions and empansag of I
anlisbarnerajue At farst she counbed herself as juast one of the many
simals slnin by a pervasive sperit. "My exprerience was like mosl of
Cod's pacple al thet fiawe" she recallad Eler laket accounts, hawaer
excized nuirly all but the spurous anthuosissen. noks place, she seemed
[ ERL I'I'u'_'ll'll.!lpl_'ﬂliIEli e Erier spimatnal nlitpauﬁn__qs_ Eor vacallen tan of
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Elder Stockman’s cemark scb the tone “Ellen, wouw sre only aochild.
owrs 05 o sl singular expetience for one of your tender age. Jesus
mu=t bW F:-n;,'p.nri:nﬁ WL FOT sy !'L]'H.'I':IIII wirk." The L":n:E:l|:::|u|1:i|::|n {ear
such reviskonizm iz clear. She could nod, en the ene kand, accept hersclf
as an extepordinary spiritaal falent and, un the other, consider ghe
|1-:_'-1|::=|::||'r:l-:r.!l.'ri:'l:l;'l.-q wboech somsbituled her coesden Lials an -:"|||:|:|.|1'||.=|'|E:l|..1|.1'
i‘\l.*‘lh:mg Tess Hhan leer _|.'|-|.-"r--:|l1..3] ||3E'|'|1Jll.r wedy ab slake Tleise b -
sasted 0 avaling hes claims ne-::ess.anll.-' Lecame “falze prophets.” Aod
the: communal exprressions of grbhasznsm 1t Fln.sll:r Fasilend b cona e
i ber bBerame fanatical” Zhe Lhos could ool wdefiutely share 1he
sare floor, 0 to speak, with Dorinda Baker and the boisterous
househild of taith in Atkiosoan

“False propheots” and “famatics” throateted her identity i
atalhies weatt Haetoon coull med beleeats any facther nolariety tn her
atrn Tl &% 4 pruphet had alrcady arcazed, "My testimony causcs su<h
wppsation,” she Basaded. Wy invite sonlemgl ol Lhe mcvemient with
WO NoCCssary oentricity”™ blarmon™s  presocupation with  propriaty
prabinkdy benlilienl, Theo, b her e seoce that shewiss pecaliar The cir-
vumiaprecl, almeesl banal convealionalily nf ber persuasl lile aport from
bt wimions had b ernp2neale For he public disnepole st inevitakiy
surrounded her az not simply a prophel. but 8 female Yctoran
E:lnnE:ll'u.'I:. Iav Al Tawss of 5||r-e<'i]_'| arel Ll n'ﬁnr\d'in_q her O Michols
found it necessaty W zav. "1 have never seen Lhe Jeas] vnpmprety of
conduct in her since our fiest scquaintance.” Haomso's hirsh emtiosm
ol imnpropriaty in others Jollowed. those withan her spinbaal clique whin
thoglt "relipon consistol] of preat eucitement and potse .. weowld ir-
ritale wnbelievers Ean—d} aroate Ralied a.gain.-.l heeneaelvie aod tha
thitrines They Lol Then Thiy wenld rejeice that they suffenad per-
secution.” She saw that strange and promascucus bebavior lell “a frar-
fud st ... oopen the canse of Ciod which wiould cleave 40 tse fame
Achvaentest The leprase ™ This was mone than a moalistic Vicleosm
wiman standng guard over reputation. 1t was a pinplet wlie under-
shin=l lbent the prlomgation of rn nales imperiled her and her coan-
muatity. Throughaut her caceve, Harmmesn remamnsd alert 1o the way
heteredoxy detcriorated into heteroprasy, espocially soxeal misoun
ducl, Thas awanenesy might woell be psycheanalytically interpreted s
Ihe surfacing «f T o sihlimua | {fantasies  Hut the no-rules confext
of luer bualiling ramser teveals such attinades to have baen Jeeply mun-
bedded o her sense of vocalion. Aoy savsbehavior ur immerahty un-
derimted her s vionaog

Fhsrmen weas almest immediately embarrassed by the sn-males
elilhusiasm Lhat boad ].l:||||.‘||.|.|.E~:J Tver andd I..Ill_‘l what she i:r_':u-ln_'] b distamoe
brreelb From it This diztancing inclod2d sepessing o laandering the
WRE IO Y Ol Aot Thas s tanm = ondepstatedable aiven the hE'I'ILII.I.'I.El'.I’
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precanoas slale in which she had fiest found herself as a visionary.
Witlwiat disosening or reinventing her past, she had lide hope for a fa-
tuve. Nothing about her origing vr her mevisionist accounts ef thean,
hovereer, suggested anything of which to have been ashamed. To Jook
kack now on the pre-history of Seventh-day Adycontism is to witness
her creation of o new qalbune from The poawdiah goup, as it weee, of
millenarian beginnings. I weorld seithoot fome and voad, she spak,
angd & mes world came inle existence. Hawever homely hee materials.
she made use of them as o folk artist.

The Tuxury of hizlorical lundsight now panoves the suspotss
from Harmao's stury As fue ibs sebiing, ot only ol Victudanism im
puse snder and diseiplise con an wnruly social scene but, in a subplat Lk
the Lirger story, Seventh-day Adventismn emerged from the BMillerite
debacle. As for Harmon herself, she oot only sunvived but prospered. A
aeurctic, adolescent girl Blossonued inte the mateianch of a0 important
religious rruap. Heeself a child of ephemeral enthusiasm, she bacame
the midwife in the binh of a new and permatenl desominaluin. By
way of Seventh-day Adsentism she Fultilled herself, than, as both a Vic-
Borao wesnian ancd a poophet. Thee uncertacnty of this amazing culhural
and roligious achievament goes casily awappmeciated]. Hamon conld
hawe failod, as others Like her did. The spititual powet of so plyscally
ind paychulognally wepk o woman might have bocn an illusicn. She
could have bean buried in lhe bone vand of aoldsllum Anwrva's
many defumt albural and celigions enterprises  But she succeaded,
and the Elen Harano yeacs mark the begianing of her anlikely sucoess
stowye

IWates

A Matianal Fadaweren) for the Flumanties Bellowship fur Callege
‘Teachers made possible the neeurch for thas papss.

* B Ellen Coald Hammoon, she merfed Jaoes ¥Whide in 1845 and
thareafler gemerally wsed Die vane Ellen G. Whice. This study confings alsalf b
Tier lide prrior ke crarmiage and generally eeders b her (o eagly chuldbiood as Ellen
and in adalescereoe ax Hammaon

1. Although Seveath day Adveneisl blsteran |oluy Loughbomugh did
not coin this recerenee 1o Flen Wile, e gave it carmency amang, his Advenlss
readers In The el Speand Adient Ml Ry Rise 2ud Propress (Washingban,
BUC.: Review and Edrcald Publshing Associanon, 194090, [52,

2 Mu dul-fledged, scholady hiograpby <l bet has yet appeamd. 56l
the best sowrce an Whies, which &zarmlnes bat 23 a lwsalth reformee, is Renald L
Mombees, Prapheless of Halth, A Slady of Elfen G, White (e York. Haeper &
Row, 196l Arbur L. White, ber grandson, has produced an offidal bisgraphy
Which. althugh severely kmiled by s apolegetic aldmoe, watains a wealbh ol
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Eresly Ldormralen oo b an e G, Wik, Foecds Maashingten, TRC Revicw and
Hrrald Tublishing Asseciabien, 19A1-Réi. For impertanl insighbs inta buee doomestic
Libe and bor pole as o doneminatzenal leader, see Romald [ Grayball, “The Power
rf Tropheoy: Moo G, White and the Wemen Religious Feanderss of the
BlLvemenah Cenlwry.” (P 3 diss . The kehns Hopklos Urewersily, 19530 Relalhe
bivpraphibcal skedches g bec appesr io Banakl L. Mumibers, “Eller, Gonld Whdte,™
Tie Cacyoicpedio of Befigion, . Mires Ebade Mew Yirks Baanillan, 1987,
1557 M o, Goeen. CEllen Conld Hlamuon White” ddcfzble Axsican PWiowe,
Pe17-1550- A Wampranhngs! Cavhvowry, ed Edeand T James Bambridge: Hazvard
L.:rdwrﬂit}' Press, 19715 5:505-55: “Tlea Cleuld (Hacmusnl White,” Stk d:n.l Ad
teHhiEl Encuclowdiv, of Do F Mewdeld S%ashunplon. TC: Rewlev died Herald
'I"'.lhl'i._'r.'l'l.ing Aemsciabnn, L9906, LR 2. The rstergive calleeao af her un-
publizled manuscrips aod letters & Jwosed ai The Elen €60 Whate Extabe,
'I-"-'.'.i'=|'.II'|E;I|:II.'|, N.C.. ared rrpl'.:.:lled ] 'I.arge mar| al Lhg '_:\.al.-e-mh-qﬁ}' Aclvenkist
Theolopleal Satvindsy, Avdrew: Lisvesivy, Beorien Spriogss, Michizan, and in the
lrotapr Eram nf lnma [inda Unowersihe loma Lingda, Cahforaca Her
volunuris priblsled woiks have Teen odeved iy Comprebsmice Tmder o tie
l*.-'rr'.'."llgr. ﬁ:r'!:l-.!lﬂ G Bante, 1 wals, Pdouotain Wiew, Calil. Faole Press f*|,||_'|||;:|'|]nﬁ
Meediadisin, 1960 2-1HE3"

T While thera iz mol ved 2 standatd hlsiory of Severth-day Adverdzm,
general luzsones of Ihe o verrsun el Biclard W Schwace, Light Searers o e
Feun! 3 auntain Vs, Cald.: Tacafic Pross F‘u'l?'.i.':]'unf_ Aussriation, LFo9): E‘.a,r].-
Land. ad | Auivearisst i Agereds A Moy lerazd H.J.Fli.d.-i: Williarm B Ercdmans,
1605 Malcixdm Blall and Krith Tiwkbart, .'-'m'-':.'ll:; o .ﬁd'llfl‘mry quurhdpy Adimi-
wx umd the American Lesens |Sewr Sack: 1 I:|r|'.lnr & Frar 16835 fac a bred heborical
gumreary 2l the movement, see Borald L Buznbers and Jonathan M. Tk,
“evphth-day Advonbision” Tie Encprlopede of Relizion, 1179 82,

4 Bar an PG AL H:IItl'I.I'L'l'Pl:Ill.IEI'iLT.'ll I’.i’l'."l.'!il:'lt"l.'l:i'ul'\ll" an Eln'.rlhrls, [
Kernwlom Tiursidge, dimn [aced, S Eath A Stedyp of Adililndein Acliiifies e
tork: Stnwken Boass, L9, c5p. 15374ml. M. lrwis pmvidna-; a 5ol
anthramilagisls wiew of ectasy ard o2 poepurderaoce ameng 3l woamon in
Ecstain Eaugive An Anfizopnlngizel 5.!:1:!:.,' nf Spirdl Pasarszion 2ng' Silgemdager (al-
timier: Fengun Boaks, 19710 O Lhe Abvsican shift doound mid-certuzy friom
CalelniEm 10 Vielonaniso, see ko Eligham, Fom Boundlessmess fo Cansatdalon
The Tronsjormudive o American Cidrure, J4A- T80 (ann Arber Mgl Willivan L.
Clments Lbrare 19651 & characerzation of Vicodaniso, which cnfarms s
stedy 1 Uaniel YWalser Hawe, “Victsmian Collume n Abenes,” il 'Ficlora=
Advriza od. Danel Walker Howe (Fhibwdelpnis: Dniversite of Tennsyvana
Press, [7i), 526

S M Wyeber s emphaiii sn the indaepdual gquablies of e dlarisinatic
prowmaliby s found m Tae Theary of 2wl dad Evenumic Crpanizabian, ed. Taleogt
Marsors iMdesw York. Free Press, U'M7). 356-59. Fur a critique of thes approeach
which 2ot eo milleosdan propaecy as a =adad respanss, sie Petor Woraliey, The
Trenipet SEml Srane: A Stedy o “Corgn™ Calls i Mebmes, 24 ol 20w Yor,
Srbrechirn Thaaks, 196860 La-xi ). Bl ridge deaoossess old oules— oo cwles  aese roles
n e Firgiey, dw Earth, 16388 drwing wpan the Turmdge farmula, [irace Ad-
wenbisk haslory willun e aobelellum American conlext in The Making f 3 few
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Uirder: Mllerism and dhe Origins of Zvewenib-day Adventdsm," in The Dissppeianed.
Arllizisms ang it tanissr 2 p Megternth Comlury, 0. Bonald 1. Mamers and
Tondlan W, Butlur':H-'.-:}l.lnu.l'.gtml Lendaanta adersily Froses, JE07) TR,

. The Arst fow chaphers of the varioos yeciore ob White's aatobiog:-
mph:,- ]_'\-n;ﬂr.-:je detaled indormaalicm an her narll,r Life 'I:-c-glrm:lng walh Filen G,
Vihite (heosmstter BOWY Sperntod! Gyfle My Christon Eyperience, Viows und Laburs
e Creek. Moch James White 1ES. She rewised her acreunt in LR Sndoness.
Ancetry, Enrly Life. Chriwing Expeneree, mrad Exlensive dabers o Cider James Wilite
arxd Bl Wale Mes Tlen 2 'Weats sMable Crask, Mich : Sleam Prezs, 18U and e
Taber [ Shefones uof Ellen . Frhily IMauntain View, Calif.: Facilke M'oes ]"'1.'.'|'.L'i.t;]1.1.n;g
agggoagian. 1415 chereafter Tif Slebches rafzrs b thes 1915 work] See aloe 78
'L‘-.iugrdphif.a] Skeih of Elhen G, Wake™ i et Teshimomies for e Choerdi, wol, |
shountarn View, Cald Faofic Press Publislung ssscclaelon. 194493, %112 Fur les-
rorica] disoussions of Fer fiest nineteen poears, soo Mumbers, Praphatezs af Hlsz!th, |-
d: Anhaz L. White, C0= S WREle, wal, 1 Tas r..i'.*ly e, 1871993, 15-106: spp
also Roppld Gravbel, "Hleno G whise Tlhe Hiddon rears™ Typesaripl, While B
rate, 1T Yernadine L. Iowin provides Jitthe v dnfocmation nee ber in A
P:::,.'-.-hn:th-:H:c'l.r ¢IE that '3'::!-1I:I13 Ellem 'Whele A Baundere a8 the '54_'-1.'(l|1l,r'.-|,1.:!.- L LTI
Chupch, (FR 1. disz., Usded Stales Deomuiiooal Univeesity, 1%y,

7 e Peetiead Conclues sPonLlacd: Arlber Slerley, L5, passim,

%, Fisr CLen 1 larmnnin’s bdetbodis 'I'.b.'n.'l-.grmlru'], vonst]l Rorald I::,np_.-l_--;jlI
vAdenlicg Boway oy Moliadis) Flebery.™ My pescri pl, Whidde Esbate. 19040, Eler onm
awenl <z bier kil appear n O, "'I'.hu.*].' ‘C.-Clwp io Jrsns," Auhiyr By geed Sip-
Fall Meald Al daprl 21, 14ad 2% Wiolluep Hedsoo describes dothsdst
eotluse=an i "'"5h::-1.|.1i.|'|;'§_ MMoethedint:” Cmopunter 29 ¥ rder ML T35,

& Shr drscriles bar snjury i EGW Sorditual G, 7-12,

TIL T Elwe LI.'l:IrII'.I.]l'.ibl:IEI in upraran b Feer sisher, Elveabiol b, El-.'u-'ugsi -
syt e plucto of the t-.'r1:-1|'-_|-';r~1:|r'-r i Miumbwers, F'r1l|l.|||'£|'55 el Hividlk, 3. Yy ule unly
fratemal lwins, Ellen ared Ebzabedb oskod wlile lucslly in middhe agr, a.lrl'-r:-ugh
Elvn was bwavier-set, Eler cofeeenee ks ehe provudontlal w3 bue of ler atlictior. may
L found on Teetiewnas B dac Cozrr, 112, 31

11 EGLY, Lifk Shatrhes, 19 2y,

12 ker an werodutien b Whllkiamr 3Miler, see Cawad | Kowe, Teugeler
miel Trempmers: Milieriter and J'.Il'-n-'.-u.'u'll_;.! R.n'lg.'un I Loty i ¥iek, 1870 1R
IChean, Call : Schiolam Press, 196315 1 1. Whike Gesemnbes BJler's impact o
Moctiand, baoes in Tskimer s e ke Charch, K11

L3 Ellen £ White, "Cammunicagiong,” Foarhs fnslrncler 1 (Decembar
12320 20-22: s also L Shetdins, 0. Tarhara Welear uiteilid sinular seotimests
i the diaries of conlempomary adsbscant parly o Cémity Conmcdices (Ashones,
Ohit Umuwersaly Peess. 1920, 1%

14, Fac ranteroperary Adventist nuactions o White, see Witkese o the
Fiorrres Convereing M Spint o Propiecy dWashangtan, 1O - Bl G, 4 lale Buaie,
Tolh, Mumeoows iZhasiratinrs, f slckly sploileabst mediams whee were m-
vigazaked by Llelr crances are cated in B lawrenoe Moot Lo Saiech o Pie
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s EJllrirmﬁqm. F'n:.r.:'ps!,urh:'hﬂ'. md Arericen Cullune (Mews Torks: {hekond
U wermaby Presa, 977, 10229, o 129

15 Recenlly the Millenles have finaily wecoweed che alfenbinn by
deserve Fum comemparary sdwlar: o millenagisoisne b1 addition to the
peplonal sludy by Bowe, TRumader aed Trempets, dhe rvvemnent has been Leeadly
.'|11.'|'|:|-7:r'|:'| itm Micharl Backun, Creskle af the Mildsroiume o Burned Cowr i'.:'i'n‘n'n,'hpj"
code Fork ol fle TERDS 15yTacouse, Mew Yotk Swrackse Lpivorsily Press, 19688),
Mumbers aad Budler, eds., The D‘."sr,:lpf.l.iuil.'i: and Kuth Alden Cxan, The Ml
H.rr.g'::y, Millrurelian, awd  Awerivan Cplture I'I-"|1'||.1|.'|q~'|p|'|,|.'| Templn: L||'||1.'|:r5.i|;:|.-
Tooms, 1945

Tk For a chacuctesizatiao of the scaenth memib maveomend, spe the wel.
ing: 13l Gavad T, Actbur, "Millerism,” in Thir Rr".vr.\:f'.-‘.:l'mal'ﬁlrl. Ru'.'l:gj,:-.ll Waid 511.:'&'1:.-
1= pdiE- st eath Coerury Amenoa. od  BEdwln 5 Sausead (howe York: Harper &
e, 13740, 18H-72 “Afler Hw Dreal Diggrpointmread: Te Adbary and El::,-'-:lnd."
A gy HIsE il'r:l'l'fugr 1 [_I'.anuar_g,'. 17Fa): 5 1N, 58 ared © O orme Cnae af I'!.1't'.:,'||:|n: .d._b"l_ud.!,-
al Millerile Separalisim,” (b L disy, Cravenie ob Roclester, 19000 sy alsa
Schware, f_igflt Hearees b the Errenawd, 49 31, The s 1nbonss CHTIIWLRLY Spis)
rpovel I:I:.' Eheme Adventists cmanatid bram abolitianise ”:inl:imrlq.' arcles”
desmibwd i Lavrence | Friodoan, Swganiows Suebs Sll e Lommasity i
American Abulnrem, TAHI- JEFY oo Tark: tfamh'iﬂtl;l' l.lni.\lm:i.!}' Mess, |31
Far 1hr view that che “linguislic ronserse” of plossolala aorunusates impac-
Eail enwbuny, s Wilkam |. Samarin, Tuugu.-s al Mmy gud .-1.||g.-'[-; e RL'.'W
Lowguagye af Frateoeztalizm (Mow vogk: Bacoulan, 19721

1. The peamaling relecioans of Matilbew E OWliltier, 2 bother of
Lud ker pusel Jubu Cregrdeat YW, .1.'|:r|:||.t:|n.-1.’| in the Porblrnd Trana sl Faovam-
Ler 1, L3463, Z2H-20, ;:_-_u-m*:r-:n.l::l}' ritid in Frederick I'In:\-_'!,'t. e Lallgesd Ll_pl;;hu Wi
Likr a Trampet: BAillerites in Forgland, Malte.” Spcienm 17 1Aagus), 19870 15 .
Howt ard Fonald Graybill v the vaskenaries that 1they have bacalod n Maine
newspapers, in additioe 4o Ellen Hormen, as Doiida Baker, Banily Clemipns,
Mary Hatdus, amd Phisele Knapp, in Junataan Builer and alhegs. “Scardal o Rite
af Taszage T Histerians on tlwe Tarmsoon Teial,” 3pecirum T7 (Aogust, 1987): 35.29
The Hicrees comueranits surtared in Lejbees from LY, Flioes oo Willlaso Miler, barch
17 amel March 2% 194% Ukhua VY Hices Letters, Mamachoscdts Hislorca!
Sl ) Queeded un Sswnbeers, Prophetess of Tdealth, |7, Whike's dismsssal of Durinda
Maker swas robd iooa Taber fether 10 the prepdeg, bOC. Siowel] Crawdned 10 BGIA
Liroler ¥, 1904 (OF 732, Whide Extate].

1k Buwie comments an the Millanle vansen o drapder o’ Tnonpes,
1 3 s alea, A7arole Al Fayburn, “Women in Midlerism, 1E2)- 19700 Flypsesc p,
Aund ey Universty =rminany 1999, Wbarn Foy's Telativrelip to 1 @rmon =
Jiseezeserd Uy Tam Fowrier, " Tlack Frrerameer o Ellel Whiter William E. ]'qw_.}-."
Feedfrarr 17 (Augnast, L9870 TRIE Om Elazen Foes, see ECW 40 3ary Haomoom
Fues, Cusember 22, 159 40F 37, W hita Eslale).

19 Ttie Baller rebemerce 1 fnund in Syplvesder Blisa, Memotm uf Piiizm
Miller [Breton: Jredhoa W1 Lirgs. LAS3, Z7H.

0. Fur their indhwental study on Falled prophecy, s Loon FesHnger,
1lemry W, Raecken, and Seaplew Selaclier, Pfen Prupecy Fails A Spcwl g
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1’5-_|,~:'F||_||!|_|3-.|.:.|:|.|' 5r.|.u1'_|,- f.]" o ddoderre Connap rhe Predioad the Desrnecrion af B el
iHi,|1|1en]x||:i.5: Lfrliue'r::'ﬂ}r of hdinmecka s, 1UH5E; I'E'Fl.'l.l"‘ﬂl., e Voick: Ha.rpur
& Fowr, 1%6d). An alietuative approach appears In Lawesnce Fosler, "Had
Fmphen::,' F.1:|I|:-|.'I?-I:'nn-|:r.a.':ri.11.g Pr'rsprrr.i'.rﬂ o the Mitlecihes and Shakers,™ in The
Dumppuinted, & Mamksers aved Butler, 17358,

21 BN Sparited Clts, M oA PO Wallace cormelales physlal imdumaly
and p-m;ﬁ:-q.- wn, Revitalizatian kxavemene:” Amemme Axthropolopst 5H (1956
173

10 EOW. Lip Skaiioe. B

L3 Harmun's dimst vision weee pringed in A Weed o doe " LifHe Fleck®, od.
Jamwes W hite Minoswick, Maine: E"n-;.:.ro]:.r I:-:rinl:n:l. 1847, 14-LF. A phnln-g;raphir
reprodielon of chls acounl of ghe viseem s pcladed in Artbur L Whale, ~Ellen
5. Wwhite and the Shut Theer Chorstion,™ '!T':,I'I'.i‘m'li‘t. Tlen 5. White Estate. 1371],
45-1%.

24 BCW. Life Shvdctes. 0. Baolert B Wilaon souches on L nelaclon of
eeceasy b proplele actavily amorg Hebrew prophels o fraghecy amd Sovely
Ancient faruse |Philadelphia: Forbess Froews, 19950 58, see alsn, Johanmes
Lamdiblem, Brapecy in Augiond dsra (Plubadelphia. Forlvess Press, 19620, 4765,
L312-37, 21619,

25 LW, Teatiminmus for Bre Uarck, DD 4% RO Ll Shekches, 51272

26 M. [arngs While estlmialed Lhe naomber of her supsarters in A Weed
to I “Ladie Floch, 22

27 L M. Lewriy Fn'.l'.'ide-: d :lmpara.ﬁw acraunt of this CRprEnCE
nrrang the sparit posspssad 1n Eostatne Meligum, B, 1450 <H

28, Amecican mesmerism s stadied in Eebert © Fulber, drsHerism aml
tur Amrrican Cume of Souls (Phdadelphia. Doverssly of Perusylvania Press, 1232
Us rolevance ra Ellen Widte is ineobveesd by Bonald L. Yumbers and Benmg T
Leherpflin in "Mimistrics of Healing: Mary Baser Edde Fllen G White, and the
Beligioo vt Health," in Mmoo ame el i Ammenca: Hislorical Baadings, ed | [wdith
Walrer Leavitl fHadisen Liiveraly of YWisshsin Prss, 1064F, 37453, rap, 370
77 White's rusictance o the @l is ceparted o ber Carly Wintings of Ellew & While
fivashingion, 0 : Review apd Heraid Foblishang Assocoation, T8T), 2223,

19. Lewis addrecsss thls polor oy Dis discussicar ob peesiasion and
paychuatry, Ecstalic Rolgwe, 173-205; see alsa Rurmidge, Ko /fsnew, Sem Earth,
162,

H [ames White, od.. A Pies' boedfe ST Flek™, 21, O SNxclols o Wil
bioem Mdler, Apnl 2. 1846 JUF 103, White Estate]; quided at length in Aebye L
W lule, Ellen & Whity, 1746

A Among Willan Sagent's many wntings on the phyaelogy of such
beldviors, see especially, Battle for the dMind: A4 fhysokopy of Cotrsion dnd Orain
hashimg [arden Cipy, MY Loubleday, 1957
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32, Tanmnes W'hibee, Life faciderfs, s abrHeefiH afh o Dol Adzen) ddowe-
mrz as fifustrared by fire Tioer Angels of Bemtintior JOV (Hattle Coeele, Bich.: Steam
Brags of the Seuenth.day Advantist Fublshing Arsociation, [EGA) T2

43 Lorolhky Ervmele descnbes peophecy b vogaldnal wins b
“Fropphets urd Theic Societies.” The jourel of the Bopal Anthropafoyscul Tnstitane of
ftraf Aoy ans Treland e ] 95, 1579, g o) 14.14.

M Harrnon's @wchange b Lhe panllernan (s menlioned 1 Ldaryiee
with EL5. White. K Farly Bxperieoces, Augost 15 1906, Srther 1 Waide refers In
thr aliases af the “anpe] messenger”™ in Dllen G Plite: Messenger be el Rymasget
veashinglon, LLC Bey v and Eeeald ublshilog sssociation, 11, 7,

35 B, Early Wirdtings, 21-22,

36 BSW, Lol Sk, 72,

T EGW, il Gffe, 60,

J4. S, gsmep agah,ﬁun‘i.d.i;e, Mo llaarem, W Farkh, 16505
XL Toad | 164

4l Cmocha spibualzers, s Intervigw with Ea White, Re Eardy Ex-
peroees, August 13, 195, 8L Smowel Crawfoed e FOW, Donber 9, 1904,
Banald Crayhall, "Frat 'Washerg, and Fanpllcs,” Melghn, 4 2 Jaanary 15730 413
Farera, Thirmder wamd Tenenpets, 1407 Selwrars, Light Bannrs fo the Remranr, S Ar
thur 'Wocle, ¥ llen 3. Babe, TR 10,

41 The derugatucy relemsoes 4o fx washing and the haly ®iss ap
praced an Adoening Wanch T ik 1, 19951 141, 2 Adiewn Jami! 10 Nuvenber
14, L%l 11 cried J|'|'L|.H:|-l=-'.|.|._. "['\'.rl.ll:'lr'l-'a:l'unﬁ and Fanatics.” 13 | awrenrs Fosoor
Imcis (he spiriiual pilgemage nf Eroch lacets fraon Mulersin w Shakedsm in
"Had Prephecy Failed™ Contrasting Pengeectives of the Millecites, and Shakars,”
in The Diappeinted, cd. Swmbers and  Eoller, 17389, Hliams charscterisoes
spadlivallzen imegtigs in Hizres 1o MUk Manch 27, [R5, Ated in Boaee, THunger
nzd Trumnas, 147

42, lsaac ©. Wrelsame, Biefaby ol the Sovord Adlewr Mossege ond Mision,
Decerine and Poople varmon i, Maing: LL, Welloome, 1875). 402: Michnls 1a bdler,
Apod 20, 186; BLW, Lip Seetoles, 7 T,

43. Ter pasitinn nn “pronusouous” fout washiog and ber racly Sppasi-
b I nwrrsage. ax wel o ber approdal 2 [amies Whale, appeal in sweo 1K io-
wartlels, [nlerview with 3 B4 While, P Barly Fxperiences, Aumusl 15, 1
(OF 73 Wilkibe Estate), arel Ioterview of BECS Whale, | qember 12, 130G (DF
FAN, Lurra Lindy Drdwsrsity HI.'I.']IAE':F Fovirnl. Rar her wew thal wosien v
wash ioen's Zeet. see TEW. Darly Wlings, 117 L Libel srpardioge ai illegitimate
child dagged et urpl al lease 1070, when chorch leaders adormpted 12 lay il
alaog wirh othar "shamebul sbuvlers,” b nst in Doferse of Eld. famies White ane!
Wif: Vimfative o Timre Sdarai ard Clestsio Chyeocler (Haeele Crevek, Bick
Seveoth-day Advwenest Publstypg Azseclaie, W37 10 The warmants for ker
arcesh are s nieemcd an b Ches o 3diller, April I, T8,
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dd, Blarmon's muesmiry o the Adkinsen, Maine, cacbusfsn cnay be
Joned oy LGy Spaiius! ﬂ.:,"ls. an 42. 1n sh:l.-_r.- combrast ks b accoant, biweswer, 1=
zav reveoded ISty wlach appears 11 THal of Flder | Tammn,” Pararagens
Fariwy Marcb & 154%), arel bas bren rupnduu-l.'d i Bredeciek Hoet, ed., " Trial ol
Elder L Lapwson Bepoed [or e Prfegui fary,” Speclrus 17 (Aaguse,
199k 2% 45 the A=t hand dmn'i]'.-‘.".-::cm 13F 1he Artkinsen c']ji:n-:ld-: in the nead
sovrral paragrapde: ol my el are laken ooz tluis lranscEpl Furanier prebroe cor-
el on cho 1nal ser Autler angd othem, “Seandal ac Rice nl F"aq:;ng{'." B % I AL

45, BEUWY, Spirrar Gefra, 400

44 Fiarmon wmshcakes enthiysgsm wich mencal tlnezs 1n Seivctsd s
sxgev Frome b Wribings of Liten £, White, 2 wals. fishingtom, DUC: Revdvw and
Ierald Poblishorge aasociagesn, 1900, 23 The poralel belwesn Harmwa's o
lx] prublecre wad Hue "unbelanced” minds of her enthusiastic comerunzbe s oled
i Ronald 1. Nawmbers and Jaactk 5 umbers, “Sdullerism and kladnecs: g, El_u,:_..i:,-
ot “Keleiows Insanity L SaneleeachCamary Aanedca,” in T Deeppnirled. ed,
ke mboery and Boatler, 102-110.

47 An ex3inple of ler 2atly enuplasis oo the woizerdoality ol the prme
vistal u:-.]:wri.-.-n-.'l: van be seen i BOW, Shintea’ G 20 ML Tac -.'|_'.|nr:|rinn Ind
Elder Skevkaaiga'a appean s in BOW, Life bofoie:, 3.

a5 R Sweituel Gpls, 26, Bchals wo Midlet. Apeidd 20, THIG; BELW b
Julwe, Lp:nl.:.;hb:‘::uugh | Lt Z, THA, W'hibe Csdatr).
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